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of his books as A Literary Pilgrim in England and In Pursuit of
Spring, and touched lightly but pathetically with the sorrow
of war.
" Koads " is a fine example of the poet's style in verse, and his
recurrent theme of the open country made doubly dear by the
separation war had forced upon himself and other men.
1. 35. the Mabinogion tales : " children's tales " (Welsh, mabt
child)—a collection of Arthurian romances of the twelfth century,
the original MS. of which is in possession of Jesus College, Oxford.
These tales were published, with an elegant translation in English,
by Lady C. E. Guest in 1849, and are reprinted in the Everyma-n
Library (Messrs. Dent).
53 ff. Lines which are typical of Thomas's thoughts of the war
—gentle, reminiscent, touched with a sorrowful joy.
XVII.  LACRIMAE MUSARTJM
sir william watson's poetry belongs, in spirit, to an age other
than our own: he is the least modern of the moderns. The
serene dignity of this poem is characteristic of his finest work.
To an age which has rather superciliously " outgrown " Tennyson
an elegy on Tennyson's death would seem to make little appeal.
There is, indeed, in the poem an exaggeration of praise, a eulogy
that leaves us unmoved and even puzzled. But the inevitable
reaction against the great Victorian will soon have spent itself.
The influence of Tennyson's Ode on the Death of the Duke of
Wellington is obvious throughout the poem, as well as the influence
of Lycidas and Adonais. It is interesting to note, also, the
deliberate " echoes " of the dead master :
" Death's little rift hath rent the faultless lute,"
and
** Ev'n as the linnet sings, so I, he said."
The poem is, in effect, an appreciation of Tennyson's work as well
as an elegiac tribute to Tennyson the man.
1. 10. "'It is the little rift within the lute
That by and by will make the music mute,
And ever widening slowly silence all."
Merlin and Vivien.
1. 29 ff. The groat poets, both ancient and modern, with whose
work wo  are most apt to associate Tennyson's,   Notice the
aptness of tbe epithets and phrases that describe the various poets.
1. 35.    " Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty:   that is all
Ye know on earth and all ye need to know."
Keats: Ode on a Grecian Urn.

